
About Bucharest 

 

Bucharest, the capital of Romania, is the largest city and the main political, administrative, 

economic, financial, banking, educational, scientific and cultural center of the country. 

Bucharest, certified more than 500 years ago, is nowadays animated by a population of almost 

two million inhabitants. 

Time has preserved the scent of the past and has embedded it in never-ending stories. For 

example, Manuc’s Inn is the best preserved of Bucharest’s old inns. It was built around 1808 

to shelter travelling merchants. The inn is also one of Bucharest’s historical building. Its 

owner, an influential Armenian called Emanuel Marzaian (better know as Manuc Bey hence 

the name of the place) offered the building for the signing,in 1812, of the treaty that ended the 

Russo-Turkish war and resulted in the gain of Bessarabia by Russia. The treaty is known as 

the Treaty of Bucharest (1812). The building has the two tier galleries featured by the 

caravanserais that were common all over the Otoman Empire. Today, Manuc’s Inn functions 

as a hotel-restaurant and winecellar. 

The Lipscani area is the oldest remaining part of Bucharest and is known as the “historical 

center”. This district was Bucharest’s most important commercial zone from the middle ages 

to late 20th century. Also, the prince had his court here – the ruins can be seen today on the 

French Street. While probably famed more for its history and its nightlife, the Old Town area 

of Bucharest is in fact home to some superb places to eat: both high end, fine-dining 

establishments as well as kebabs and take-aways. 

Today, the city is a mix of old and new, traditional and modern, in a neoclassical style that is 

showing originality and charm.  

 

A small selection of things to see in Bucharest 

The Village Museum – one of the world’s most interesting ethnographical parks in open air, 

the museum was founded in 1936 by Dimitrie Gusti and gathers house holding samples from 

all regions of the country. 

The Romanian Athaeneum – a concert hall in the center of Bucharest, Romania and a 

landmark of the Romanian capital city. The projects of the building are made by Albert 

Galleron (France) helped by C. Baicoianu and was inaugurated in February 1888, being now 



home of the “George Enescu” Philharmonic and of the George Enescu international music 

festival. 

The “Cotroceni” Palace – built in 1893, after the plan of French architect Paul Gottereau and 

as the permanent residence of the heir Prince Ferdinand, the building is at the moment the 

residence of the President of Romania. 

The Romanian Orthodox Patriarchal Cathedral - completed in 1658, it is the majestic centre 

of the Romanian Orthodox Church. The facade is in the Brâncovenesc style. 

The Palace of Parliament – also called the House of People, it has been built between 1984-

1989 and covers 265.000 sqm interior surface, which makes it the biggest administrative 

construction in Europe and the world’s second biggest after the Pentagon building in 

Washington. 

The Arch of Triumph – inaugurated on the 1st of December 1936, the 27 m high monument 

glorifies the bravery of the Romanian soldiers during the First World War, celebrating at the 

same time the 1918 Union of Romanian provinces. 

You can find more information about Bucharest on the website of the Romanian Official 

Travel and Tourism Information Center (link catre http://romaniatourism.com/bucharest.html) 

Useful Information: 

Money: Romania’s currency is LEU, meaning 100 BANI. 

In order to exchange your money, the safest places are banks and then exchange offices (some 

of exchange offices could charge you a fee). For more information on the level of exchange 

rates, please consult the page of the National Bank of Romania (http://www.cursbnr.ro/) 

Transportation: Public transportation includes an extensive system of buses, trolleybuses, 

trams and metro lines. For more information please consult the following sites: 

 RATB(http://www.ratb.ro/eng/index.php) 

 Metrorex(http://www.metrorex.ro/first_page_p1352-2) 

We recommend you to pay attention when using taxis, as there are 2 types of taxi drivers in 

Bucharest: those who are individually licensed and practice high prices, and those working for 

taxi companies, with prices between 1.39 lei / km – 3.9 lei/km. 

We recommend you  to avoid taxi cars showing no company name, phone number and price. 

Coming from the airport to Bucharest 

Bucharest is well connected to almost the entire world. Daily flights arrive and depart from 

the Henri Coanda Airport. We suggest you to book a flight with at least one month in advance 

to benefit from more interesting fares. 

Public transport from the airport: 

http://www.romaniatourism.com/bucharest.html
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http://bnr.ro/Exchange-rates-1224.aspx
http://www.ratb.ro/eng/index.php
http://www.metrorex.ro/prima_pagina_p785-1


 The 780 Express line connects Bucharest Henri Coanda International Airport with the 

Gara de Nord (main railway station). 

 The 783 Express line connects Bucharest Henri Coanda International Airport with the 

city center. 

 Airport stops: in front of the Arrivals Terminal and Departures Terminal. 

 Price for one trip is 3,5 lei and you should buy a magnetic card in order to use it in the 

bus. The card desk is in front of the Arrivals Terminal. 

Taxis from the Henri Coandă International Airport to Bucharest: 

 On-demand taxi services are available at Bucharest Henri Coandă International 

Airport. You may access these services by contacting the “Taxi by request” desk. 

 The taxi station is located at the exit of the terminal, at the ground floor. 

     


